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The Sablon Diplomatic Circle is honored to invite you to Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ). This visit
will take place on Friday, May 9, 2025 (1 group), and Friday, May 23, 2025 (2 groups), from 8:30 AM to
2:00 PM. The visit on-site (VLIZ) is scheduled 10:30 AM-2:00 PM.

Program Overview

e 08:30 AM: Departure by bus from Brussels to Ostend

e 10:30 AM: Guided tour of the VLIZ facilities, including the Marine Observation Center
e 12:30 PM: Lunch offered by VLIZ

e (02:00 PM: End of the activity and return

e 04:00 PM: Arrival in Brussels

Friday 9 May 2025 and Friday 23 May 2025
InnovOcean Campus, Jacobsenstraat 1, 8400 Oostende. 1% Floor.

AGENDA
e 10h30 AM
Arrival at InnovOcean Campus and welcome coffee
Welcome words by president of VLIZ, governor of West-Flanders Mr. Carl Decaluwé

e 10h35AM-11h00AM
Meet the key initiatives, programmes, partners and partnerships in support of global marine
biodiversity data, information, data sharing, and capacity development. Pitch presentations:
o |ODE Project Office for IOC-UNESCO and its key programme components (OBIS,
OTGA, Ocean Expert, Ocean InfoHub and Capacity Development Hub)
European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODNet), and the Central Portal
European Marine Board (EMB), products and services
o Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ), data systems and services in support of marine
biodiversity (WoRMS, EurOBIS, EMODnet-Biology, Marine Regions, European Digital
Twin of Ocean)
Followed by Q&A

e 11h10-11h30AM

Guided tour through the premises of the InnovOcean Campus

e 11h30-11h45AM

Walk to Marine Station Oostende (MSO) alongside Fishermen’s Quay

e 11h45AM-12h30PM

Visit to MSO: Marine Robotics Centre, Marine Observation Centre, Oceanographic buoys and

Marine Research Infrastructures

e 12h30-1h30PM: Network lunch and drinks at the Roof Terrace, offered by VLIZ — optional walk
along the beach and world heritage
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e 2h00PM: Closure and return to Brussels

VHZSociat "

e Facebook (@vliznieuws)

e X (@vliznews)

e Instagram (@vlizostend)

e LinkedIn (VLIZ)

e YouTube (@VLIZoostende)

e VLIZwww.vliz.be

e VLIZ philanthropy Sea as a Good Cause: www.vliz.be/nl/de-zee-als-goed-doel

e VLIZKnowledge Guide for the marine expert: www.compendiumcoastandsea.be and
www.compendiumkustenzee.be/nl/nieuws

e Flanders Brochure (EWI-VLIZ-BlueCluster): Gearing up our blue knowledge. Tackling ocean challenges in
the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 2021-2030:
https://publicaties.vlaanderen.be/view-file/59012

Contact
e VLIZ spokesperson: Jan SEYS jan.seys@vliz.be
e VLIZ Director of International Relations: Ann-Katrien LESCRAUWAET annkatrien.lescrauwaet@vliz.be
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